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for the departed relatives, their own children starve to death or arc
sold into slavery. Indeed almost every race (we ourselves in-
cluded) is handicapped by strange taboos or mysterious ancient
laws of divine origin which quite frequently interfere with the
progress of the nation.
In order to understand how religion has affected the Hindu
country, we must go back to almost prehistoric times, to at least
thirty centuries before the first of the Greeks had reached the
shores of the Aegean Sea.
At that time the Indian peninsula was inhabited by a race of
dark-skinned people, the Dravidians, who were probably the
original inhabitants of the Deccan. The Aryan stock (the same
stock from which we ourselves have sprung) divided itself into
two groups and left its ancient home in central Asia in search of
more agreeable climes. One part moved westward and settled
down in Europe, afterwards crossing the ocean and taking posses-
sion of northern America. The other trekked southward through
the mountain passes between the Hindu Kush and the Himalayas
and took possession of the valleys of the Indus and the Ganges
and the Brahmaputra, and from there penetrated into the plateau
of Deccan. By following the coastal region between the western
Ghats and the Arabian Sea they finally reached southern India
and Ceylon.
The newcomers, being infinitely better armed than the natives,
treated the latter as the stronger races have always treated the
weaker ones. They spoke derisively of them as the Black Men,
took their rice fields away from them, stole their women whenever
their own supply ran out (the trip across the Khyber Pass was too
difficult to let them bring many women all the way from central
Asia), killed them whenever they showed the least signs of re-
bellion, and forced the survivors to retire to the most undesirable
parts of the peninsula where they could live or starve as they
pleased. But there were by far more Dravidians fhap Aryans, and
as a result there was a constant menace that the lower form of
civilization would influence the higher one. The only way by
which this oodd be prevented was by keeping the black man
strictly in his place.